
Parenthetical Citation
How to give credit, when credit is due!



What  are  Parenthetical  Citations?

When  a  writer  directly  puts  into  the  text a  
note  from  where  he  or  she  got  the   
information.     

Also  known  as:  “in--text”  citation. 



When Do I use it?

➔ When you quote exact words or direct quotes.
➔ When you summarize ideas from a text or 

source (paraphrase).



What does it look like?

“Quote” (author’s last name    page number). 



When do I NOT use it?

If  the  information  is  well  known statistics  and  
information  that  can  be  easily found  in  
several  sources  and  are  not  likely  to   vary  
from  source  to  source.



What does it look like?
“In 2007, 37 percent of American adults sought medical 
information from the internet regarding a health problem 
they were experiencing before consulting a doctor” (Smith 
38).

What do you notice about this citation? Look at 
punctuation and what is going on in the parenthesis!



Direct quote Parenthetical Citation:

“In 2007, 37 percent of American adults sought 
medical information from the internet regarding a 
health problem they were experiencing before 
consulting a doctor” (Smith 38).



In-text Citation: You only need the page number 
when you tell the reader who said the quote. 

According to Troy Smith, “Instead of going to a 
doctor right away, a recent study found that 37 
percent of Americans are now turning to the 
internet for medical information” (38).



Indirect quote Parenthetical Citation:

Instead of going to a doctor right away, a recent 
study found that 37 percent of Americans are 
now turning to the internet for medical 
information (Smith 38).



Review: Steps for in-text citation
1. If it’s a direct quote, put the quote in quotation marks.
2. After the end quotation, use parenthesis.
3. Write the author’s last name and page number inside
parenthesis.
4. Put the punctuation (period) after the parenthesis.

“Quote” (author last name   page number).



Let’s practice:

Book: Freak the Mighty

Author: Rodman Philbrick

Quote from page one: 

I never had a brain until Freak came along 



Let’s practice:

“I never had a brain until Freak came along” 
(Philbrick 1). 



Now you practice:
Write a quote from your book and correctly cite it. 


